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Dear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 
‘This News-Letter is being written on 
Wednesday, March 6, the day.on which 
he Duchess of Kent, representing Her 
fajesty the Queen, opens the first session 
4 the Ghana Parliament, thereby in- 
tugurating a new independent State 
ich, as Mr. Nkrumah told the last 
on of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Coast, has been welcomed into the 
onwealth with the unanimous en- 
orsement of all the member countries. 
Over the week-end immediately ahead 
\fricans in Kenya will be electing their 
epresentatives to the Legislative Council 
f that country*. And the month of issue 
xf this NEws-LETTER will see the conven- 
ag in London of the Constitutional Con- 
rence on Nigeria. This chain of events 
rovides an appropriate occasion for 
ome further consideration of the re- 
ationship between Christianity and 
litics in the Africa of to-day and to- 
lorrow. 
\ PRAYER FOR GHANA 


Let me begin by setting down the 
thtly adapted wording of a prayer com- 
sed by Archbishop Laud for his own 
juntry, in the hope that it will be used 
t the State of Ghana as well as for 
ther parts of Africa. For Christians, at 
sast, it sets the tone for the exercise of 
jought, as well as for the endeavour 
hich should follow— 
“Lord, bless the State of Ghana, that 
religion and virtue may season all 
‘sorts of men; that there may be 
peace within its gates and prosperity 
in all its borders. In peace so pre- 
‘serve it that it corrupt not; in 
trouble so defend it that it suffer 
not; and so order it, whether in 
len or in want, that it may 
patiently and peaceably seek thee, 
e only full supply and sure founda- 
on both of men and states, that so 
it may continue a place and people to 
o thee service to the end of time ; 
ough Jesus Christ our only Saviour 
d Redeemer.’ Pere. gs) 
aat is a prayer for rulers and people. 
e journal West Africa under the date 
ch 2, 1957, the leading article with 
¥ 
"ER. The first joint act of the 
elected African members was to 
ut office in the Kenya Government 
vide in the “ Lyttelton” con- 
_ This is advance notice that the 
thas some ideas of his own to 
as to his place in the political sun. 


MS NEWS-LETTER 


CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICS 


itianity, at the \ 
> _B¥ass-roots of politics 


~~ 


Oy Cx 
Book.‘ for suchiva time 
= os as this ”’ 


wards further understanding 


its good wishes-for Ghana ended thus— 


“..there is a limit to the efficacy of 
written Constitutions. Like an iceberg, 
only an eighth of which appears above 
the water, a country’s real Constitution 
includes not only the visible part em- 
bodied in laws but the whole social 
system underneath. Mr. Lennox Boyd 
and the leaders of Ghana have given 
the new State a precious heritage and it 
is certain that the Government and 
people of Ghana will respect it. The 
Constitution provides the framework 
within which democracy can flourish. 
Only the people can complete the 
work.” 


And that is where the Christian must 
come in. 


CHRISTIANITY AT THE 
GRASS-ROOTS OF POLITICS 
The same issue of West Africa carried 
as its week’s “ Portrait” a moving tribute 
from a Nigerian correspondent entitled 
“The Retiring Catechist” in which was 
given a pen picture of a very great 
Christian gentleman who was retiring 
after forty years service to the Church in 
Nigeria : 
“ George Anyiwoh ”, said the writer, 
“is one of those men who by physical 
denial eke out a bare existence all their 
lives, while spreading the Word in 
times of trouble and of peace. Such 
men are to-day vanishing from the 
West African scene. For the scene 
has shifted from the religious to the 
political, from the spiritual to the 
materialistic, in this land of swift and 
cruel judgments and loyalties.” 


Elsewhere the article continues: 


“Anyiwoh accompanied the late 
Bishop (A. C. Onyeabo) on _ his 
missions, acting as a kind of house-boy 
and reading the stories in the Book in 
his stolen moments, and listening to the 
great bishop in his sessions and confer- 


ences and services. 
he acquired that gentle disposition that 
has won him the total love of all who 
came in contact with him. In matters 
of money he is meticulously honest, 
regarding money as a useful commodity 
- but not one to influence a man’s prin- 
a or course of action or purpose in 
ite.” 


' Men of that quality and outlook are 
the best insurance of any State, be it 
Ghana, or Nigeria—or Britain, or any- 
where else. That is the grass-root level 
at which Christianity enters politics. We 
must not rest content with the statement 
that “such men are vanishing from the 
West African scene”. A very important 
part of the Mission of the Church is to 
produce just such men and women, the 
kind of people who can “complete the 
work” of the Constitution makers. 


But that is not the end of the Church’s 
pie he aA It is only the beginning 
it. ; 


A BOOK ‘FOR SUCH A TIME 
AS THIS” 

With singular timeliness a book is 
about to be published, and this I hope 
will soon be in the hands of every African 
Church leader as well as of every mission- 
ary in Africa. The title is Christianity 
and Politics. The author, John Taylor, 
has drawn on extensive sources both 
African and European, as well as upon 
his own experience of Africa, to give 
us a book which is excitingly construc- 
tive without evading any issues or 
dodging any difficulties. I have said that 
this book is timely. It is. But it ought 
to have been written twenty years ago 
and have been in the hands of clergy and 
teachers in Africa for a generation. 
There is tragedy in that default. But if 
Christians in Africa, black and white, 
will pull themselves together now so that 
they can together pull their communities 
out of the rut and rot of circumstance, it 
is not too late. 


The passionate conviction which lies 
behind this book can be discovered in a 
paragraph in the opening chapter. John 
Taylor writes: 


“Tf the Church in Africa (by which is 
meant the whole Christian community 
spread throughout Africa, but focused, as 
it must be, in the congregations of the locally 
organized Churches) gives the impression 
that God is not concerned with man’s social 
and political affairs, then men will not be 
very much concerned with such a God. And 
this is not because men wish to use God for 
their own ends and demand that his thoughts 
shall be their thoughts ; but if they feel that 
God cares nothing for the things which 
vitally affect their daily lives and stir their 
deepest emotions, they will not easily be per- 
suaded that such a God loves them in any 
real sense at all.” 


During this time — 


That is the real danger in an Africa # 
which, for an increasing number of mé 
and women, politics are taking the pla¢ 
of religion because all too often religia) 


no place for politics. 


That last sentence obviously calf 
for most careful interpretation. Johj 
Taylor’s book is, in effect, a commentary 
on it. Christianity and Politics compris 
seven chapters and also a very usef® 
bibliography. The first chapter—‘“ Shoul 
Christians take part in Politics ? 
clears the ground of a lot of misundeg 
standings, the while it serves to challengy 
Christians with the nature of thef 
responsibility. The Biblical foundatioff 
for this comes in the second chapter wit 
the title ““The Answer of the Bible 
This provides a refreshingly new approac 
and deserves most careful study. Thi 
author is quite clear that the evideng 
of the Bible points towards the role @ 
the Church in relation to the State @ 
being both “different and detached ¥ 
Not the least valuable part of the argu 
ment lies in the clarity with which th® 
difference and detachment is describec 
the while, with no less insistence, th 
point is made that the Church canna 
escape its involvement in the life of thf 
community. The chapter ends with th 
following paragraph: 


“Of course there are risks involve: 
in responsibility ; and in the arena of 
national politics there are dangers of § 
most subtle kind, and a terrifying bat 
tery of temptations. But the Chure 
must never avoid temptation merely b 
shifting the responsibility on to othe 
Someone must stand in the place o 
spiritual danger ; then who better thag 
the Christian? And if the Church i 
to be true to the whole teaching of th@ 
Bible, and to the long tradition of th 
past centuries, then it must be send 
ing forth its sons and daughters int¢@ 
all the places of deepest responsibilit 
in the nation’s life ; and those whom iff 
sends forth it must support with th¢@ 
strong arm of fellowship and prayer 
When that happens the Church wi 
again be able to praise her Lord, wh@ 
having called us to His service, ever 
on the most hazardous frontiers, car 
make us worthy of our calling: ‘ Fo: 
that the leaders took the lead in Israe 
for that the people offered themselve: 
willingly, bless ye the Lord’.” (JUDGES 
5.2. R.S.V.) 


“Church and State”. 
full of i 
practical wisdom. One brief quotation 
will whet the appetite: 

“There is a great need for all Christ’ 


mmon people to be more clearly instructed 
teal nature of the Kingdom of God 
f the Welfare State, for in Africa there 
nuch confusion between the two, and con- 
quently much disillusionment ”— 
not only in Africa! 
Chapter four— Political Action by the 
hurch *—could with advantage be read 
y politicians, parsons and publicists 
srywhere. It provides a quite admir- 
ble analysis of the right and wrong 
rms of political action by the Church. 
know of no other source where the 
reader will come upon a statement on this 
) balanced, so forthright, and so cal- 
lated to clear the air of much of the 
ynsense commonly talked on this sub- 
ct. There is room here for only one 
ast of fresh air from this chapter. 
seaking of the Church’s obligation to 
ing the political life of the community 
to its prayers the author writes: 
_ “The proper fulfilment of this task, how- 
er, demands that the Church’s regular 
orship shall contain intercessions in a form 
; words relevant to its present situation.” 
The whole context of that passage is a 
tuitful reminder to all concerned with 
ie Church’s liturgy that worship should 
s, with much else, always “ reasonable ” 
ee Romans 12.1). Worship does not 
come spiritual by being quite unrelated 
either time or place! 


The fifth chapter—‘ Differences of 
pinion ’—deals with the very important 
oblem posed by the fact that equally 
ncere Christians, equally intelligent 
istians, differ.on political solutions to 
eir common problems. Once again 
Jhn Taylor is as illuminating as he is 
arching in his answers. He offers no 
* Nothing can eliminate the necessity for 
sep and prolonged thinking about the 
foblems of application, and Christians 
ould not be guilty of that theoretical 
-simplification of the issues which be- 
ays a flippant attitude to the truth.” 
ow everlastingly relevant that is to 
atters religious as well as political! 
Chapter six—‘Racialism and National- 
m”—is as freshly written as the others 
is as courageous: 
“We shall not find support (in the Bible) 
any tidy slogan such as “ Africa for 
» Africans”, nor for any simple condem- 
on of colonialism as such. Christians in 
‘ica will not find the Bible doing their 
cing for them. What they will find in it 
a ing understanding of God’s nature 
purpose for all men. Armed with 
it insight they must stand in the midst of 
tension of Africa, and hear the call of 
I congred to them. pa va that situation, 
p their responsible and contemporary 
wer in Beiience, to Him.” a 
The last chapter—“Political Action by 
‘idual Christians”—is full of practical 


estions as to how Christians can 


exercise responsible citizenship. 

I wish it was possible to convey more 
adequately the flavour of this book by 
John Taylor. Fortunately it is being 
published as a “ Penguin” and so should 
be within the reach of all. I wish that 
everyone of the fourteen thousand 
monthly readers of this NEws-LETTER 
would get a copy and pass it on. Christ- 
ianity and Politics represents one of the 
most urgently relevant bits of writing for 
Christians in Africa — and everywhere 
else, where people understand the import- 
ance of Africa, Christianity and Politics. 


TOWARDS FURTHER 
UNDERSTANDING 

On this whole theme of the Christian 
and Politics I would like to commend, 
quite briefly, some other books. Two are 
immediately relevant to the situation in 
Africa. The first of these is by a 
Nigerian, Mr. S. A. Aluko. Under the 
title The Problems of Self-government 
for Nigeria, he offers within a brief com- 
pass what will serve as a quite admirable 
introduction to the Constitutional Con- 
ference on Nigeria which begins this 
month. Published last year it shows how 
a thoughtful and by no means uncritical 
patriot looks at his country and _ its 
political problems. The second very 
topical volume is by that expert deviser 
of Constitutions, Sir Ivor Jennings. His 
small book The Approach to Self-govern- 
ment goes a long way to answer many of 
the questions posed by Mr. Aluko. 


The third book I want to mention may, 
at first sight, seem somewhat remote 
in title and subject-matter. This is 
Dr. Vidler’s study of Lammenais, the 
Church and the Revolution under the 
title Prophecy and Papacy. I commend 
this book to those who are historically 
minded and who are aware that history 
offers analogies which can sometimes 
teach contemporary lessons. Lammenais 
was a distinguished-priest of the Roman 
Church who lived through the French 
revolution and sought to awaken his 
Church to the nature of its true political 
responsibilities. He was vividly aware 
of how easily a Church can lend itself to 
exploitation by the State. He saw clearly 
the perils latent in a State monopoly of 
education. He diagnosed the spiritual 
perils of “nationalistic Christianity ”. 
He yearned to see the Church truly supra- 
national. The chapter entitled ‘“ Failure 
of a Mission ? ” will be found very relev- 
ant by those who can recognize analogies 
and know the limit beyond which they 
must not be pressed. Dr. Vidler writes 
thus of the Pope, Gregory XVI, who con- 
demned Lammenais’ opinions: 

“He failed to understand that the French 
revolution had ushered in a new epoch 
which was heavy with judgment upon, and 


aa 


opportunity for, the Church, and which 
called for an imaginative and resourceful 
determination in the leaders of the Church 
to carry through a radical reformation—or 
at least sympathetically to guide and stead- 
fastly to encourage any elements in the 
Church that were alive to what was needed.” 


Dr. Vidler always writes with charity 
when recording an adverse judgment. 
The context of the above quotation 
makes evident that he is aware that Pope 
Gregory XVI had a point of view which 
cannot just be dismissed. The very title 
of the book—Prophecy and Papacy—en- 
shrines the historical dilemma of the 
Prophet and the Priest. Nevertheless the 
quotation as I have given it points an 
analogy to the situation to-day. No 
analogy ought to be pressed too far. But 
this one is deserving of some considera- 
tion by Church leaders in Africa, for a 
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revolution is in process there also whic 


is ushering in a new epoch. ‘ 


Let me close by quoting the last par: 
graph of John Taylor’s first chapter: 

“A religion which is not related positive 
to the total developing life of the communi 
will never do for Africa. But neither will 
social gospel busily engaged in a program 
of improvement which leaves the deep pe 
sonal levels of human nature untransforme 
The heart of the matter is the urgent ne¢ 
for a Church in Africa which is both supe 
natural and responsible, in the full meanir 
of both those words.” 


Your sincere friend, 


OAV 


General Secretai 


- a 


THE LIBRARIAN, 
CHURCH DIVINITY SCHOCL 
2451,RIDGE ROAD, 
If undelivered please return to BERKEL tA “CA Lt FO ie bi 
6 Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4 f 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


Christianity and Politics, by John Taylor. (Penguin Books, WA 9, 1957.) 2s. 0d., by p 
2s. 3d. (Ready May 30.) 

*The Problems of Self-government in Nigeria—a critical analysis, by S. A. Aluko, (Arthur 
Stockwell Ltd., Elms Court, Ilfracombe, Devon, 1956.) 2s. 6d., by post 2s.9d. 

*The Approach to Self-government, by Sir Ivor Jennings. (C.U.P. 1956.) 16s., by post 16s. § 

Prophecy and Papacy—a study of Lammenais, the Church and the Revolution, by A. R. Vidl 

' (S.C.M. Press, 1954.) 25s., by post 26s. 

*Christian Belief and This World, by A. R. Vidler. (S.C.M. Press, 1956.) 12s. 6d., by post 1 
This is a most exciting answer to the question “ should Christians be Nonconfor 
ists?” Please note that Dr. Vidler, in this book, is offering a guide to politics r 
to Church Union ! 

The Lion and the Honeycomb, by R. P. Blackmur. (Methuen, 1956.) 25s., by post 2 

ished American man_ 


This volume of essays in literary criticism, by_a distingu 

letters, contains two which, under the titles Towards a modus vi iF 

expense of greatness, grapple with the problems of “the new illiteracy” and t 

parame of power in modern democracies. These essays are as sobering as they 

topical. a etl 
All obtainable from C.M.S. Publishing Dept. * May be borrowed from CMS. Libr 
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